St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Santa Clarita
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Proper 20
10:00 a.m.
September 18, 2022
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Robin & Dave Morrow
in memory of Bill and Lillian Holyoak.
Prayer of Meditation
Before the service begins, we encourage you to use the following for meditation.
It is not that we have “put on Christ,” like a favorite sweater, to make us feel good. We put on the Lord
Jesus Christ to show the world who and whose we are. In baptism, we “put on” a life of faithfulness,
repentance, proclamation, service, justice, and the care of creation. Br. James Koester, SSJE

**********************************************************************

Prelude

Jesus, You’re the Center of My Joy

Richard Smallwood

Please stand as you are able.

Entrance Hymn #450

“All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!”
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Coronation

THE WORD OF GOD
Priest:
People:

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria

Judith M. Baity
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The Collect of the Day
Priest:
People:
Priest:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while
we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Please be seated.

THE LESSONS
The First Reading Amos 8:4-7

Reader: James Webb

A Reading from the Book of Amos.
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, saying, "When will the
new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will
make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances, buying the poor for
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silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat." The Lord has sworn by
the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 113

St. Stephen’s Parish Choir

1

Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; *
praise the Name of the Lord.
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Let the Name of the Lord be blessed, *
from this time forth for evermore.
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From the rising of the sun to its going down *
let the Name of the Lord be praised.

4

The Lord is high above all nations, *
and his glory above the heavens.

5

Who is like the Lord our God,
who sits enthroned on high, *
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?
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He takes up the weak out of the dust *
and lifts up the poor from the ashes.
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He sets them with the princes, *
with the princes of his people.

8

He makes the woman of a childless house *
to be a joyful mother of children.

The Second Reading

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Reader: Caroline Morgan

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to Timothy.
First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for
kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God
and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all -- this was attested at the
right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Please stand as you are able.
Gradual Hymn #488

“Be thou my vision”

Slane

The Gospel Reading Luke 16:1-13
Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him
that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to him, `What is this that I
hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any
longer.' Then the manager said to himself, `What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away
from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that,
when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.' So, summoning his master's
debtors one by one, he asked the first, `How much do you owe my master?' He answered, `A hundred jugs
of olive oil.' He said to him, `Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' Then he asked another,
`And how much do you owe?' He replied, `A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, `Take your
bill and make it eighty.' And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly;
for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of
light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone,
they may welcome you into the eternal homes. "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much;
and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with
the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth."
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.

The Sermon

Linda Allport
Dean, Bloy House
The Episcopal School of Theology at Los Angeles

A period of silent reflection follows the sermon.
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Please stand as you are able.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Reader: Ken Higginbotham

Friends in Christ, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone.
Let us pray, saying, “We bless your name, O God, from this time forth forevermore.”
We make our prayers for all Church leaders. May all those called to be heralds and apostles serve you, the
Church, and the world in all godliness and dignity.
The congregation may add their own thanksgivings.
Silence
Intercessor: We bless your name, O God,
People:
From this time forth forevermore.
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We make our prayers for all who are in high positions. May they make laws that protect the poor and
promote justice. Set their hearts on truth.
Silence
Intercessor: We bless your name, O God,
People:
From this time forth forevermore.
O God you created the heavens and the earth. Give us the courage and diligence to care for your creation.
Grant us to live at peace and harmony with all the works of your hands.
Silence
Intercessor: We bless your name, O God,
People:
From this time forth forevermore.
God, we have had more than enough of violence and bloodshed, so let your compassion be swift to meet
us. Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your name; deliver us and forgive us our sins, for your
name’s sake.
Silence
Intercessor: We bless your name, O God,
People:
From this time forth forevermore.
We pray for the poor, the sick and the needy. We thank you that you remember even those we too often
ignore and disregard. Give us grace to proclaim to every person the good news of your love and
faithfulness. We pray for all those on the prayer list especially, Don.
The congregation may add their own petitions.
Silence
Intercessor: We bless your name, O God,
People:
From this time forth forevermore.
We make our prayers for all who have died especially, Barry Alton Gero and Charles Stearns Kendall. We
thank you that you sent Christ Jesus to humankind, that through him everyone might come to the
knowledge of your eternal salvation.
Silence
Intercessor: We bless your name, O God,
People:
From this time forth forevermore.
Priest:
O God, your mercy endures forever. Hear the prayers of your people. And grant us the strength and the
courage to walk in your ways, all the days of our lives. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Confession
Let us confess our sins to God.
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
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Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Priest:
People:

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Members of the congregation who are present are encouraged to remain at their seats to pass the peace.

Members of the congregation who are joining us via livestream are encouraged to post "Peace be with you" in the comments or
to use the "like" or "love" reaction button to take part in the virtual exchange of God's peace with the rest of the congregation
at this time.
Please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements
We are pleased to celebrate the following birthdays: Jill Jensen on Sept. 13th, Fran Cantella on Sept. 16th,
John Nelson and Tom Spencer-Walters on Sept. 17th, Kara Satterfield on Sept. 19th, and Richard
Holdredge on Sept. 22nd. We also celebrate the 48th wedding anniversary of Jim & Julia George on Sept.
14th.

Welcome Seminarian Kathryn Nishibayashi!
Gracious & Loving God, you call us by name and ask us to follow you. Today we lift up your beloved,
Kathryn, to you as she joins our community in a journey of Field Education. Help her to grow in the love
and service of your Church as it exists today. Give her the energy and courage of your Holy Spirit to help
shape its future and to embrace Christ's mission of love and justice. O God, you bless your Church by
raising up dedicated and generous leaders and today we give thanks to you for bringing Kathryn to us. We
pray that you would inspire us all to know you better and open our hearts to hear your call. Amen.

Offertory Prayer
The People remain seated and say together:
Loving God, you alone are the source of every good gift. Everything we have, and all that we are,
comes from you. Now, help us to be grateful, accountable, and, with praise and thanksgiving, to
give of ourselves generously, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Offertory

To God Be the Glory
St. Stephen’s Parish Choir
Wendy Stackhouse, soloist
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Andraé Crouch

Please stand as you are able.

Presentation

Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

Old 100th

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ,
your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of
the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the
earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the
morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:
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Sanctus Hymn

Judith M. Baity

Standing or kneeling as you are able.
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to yourself,
as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your
grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give
himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to
you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
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After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of
you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing
for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands
have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
Priest and People
Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and
Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice
and love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed
Stephen, and all your people, into the joy of our true eternal home.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our
God and Creator in voices of unending praise.
Priest and People
Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
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Please remain standing during the Fraction Anthem.

Fraction Hymn #S 154

Hurd

Cantor will sing the refrain first, followed by the congregation.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All are welcome to receive communion. The table we set belongs to God.
Wherever you find yourself on your spiritual journey you are welcome to receive the Bread made holy.
The church teaches that temporal isolation cannot constrain the sacrament’s ineffable power. Calling us to “massive, corporate,
spiritual communion,”

The Invitation to Holy Communion
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually
receiving Holy Communion.
Priest and People say together:
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come
at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Please be seated.
Please follow usher instructions for taking communion.
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Communion Hymn #475

Hymn #594

“God himself is with us”

“God of grace and God of glory”
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Tysk

Cwm Rhondda

Please stand as you are able.

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.
Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
May God who gives patience and encouragement,
give you a spirit of unity to live in harmony.
May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future,
fill you with his new life; so that with one voice you may glorify God.
May the Spirit give to you and to all you love
comfort and peace, light and joy, safety and wisdom.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the one,
holy and undivided Trinity be among you
and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn #390

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

14

Lobe den Herren

Dismissal
Priest:
People:

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Prayers of the People taken from Praying the Scriptures by Jeremiah D. Williamson, ©2014 by Jeremiah D. Williamson. All Rights Reserved.
From The Hymnal 1982: #450 “All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!”, Words: Edward Perronet (1726-1792), alt. Music: Coronation, Oliver Holden (1765-1844),
alt.; desc. Michael E. Young (b.1939). #488 “Be thou my vision” Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified May Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (18601935), alt. Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927. #475 “God himself is with us” Words: Gerhardt Tersteegen (1697-1769); tr.
Hymnal 1940, alt.; st. 3, tr. Henry Sloane Coffin (1877-1954). Music: Tysk, from Psalm und Coralbuch, 1719. #594 “God of grace and God of glory” Words:
Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), alt. Music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932). #S154 Setting: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950).
Gloria – Judith M. Baity - © 2009 by Celestial Melodies Publishing.
Sanctus #4 – Judith M. Baity. Copyright ©2009 – Celestial Melodies Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved.
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